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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Grafton, WV Accident Number: ERA20FA088

Date & Time: 01/27/2020, 1255 EST Registration: N214K

Aircraft: AEROPRO CZ A220 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On January 27, 2020, about 1255 eastern standard time, an Aeropro CZ A220, N214K, was 
destroyed when it impacted trees and terrain while en route near Grafton, West Virginia. The 
private pilot was fatally injured. The airplane was operated by the pilot as a personal flight 
conducted under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. There was no 
flight plan filed for the flight that originated from North Central West Virginia Airport (CKB), 
Clarksburg, West Virginia.

According to an employee of the business that sold the airplane to the accident pilot, the pilot 
arrived at Shawnee Field Airport (1I3), Bloomfield, Indiana on January 25, 2020, to take 
delivery of the newly manufactured airplane. He reported that the pilot completed multiple 
training flights with a flight instructor over the weekend and then departed for the cross-
country flight to his home in Massachusetts about 0900 on the day of the accident.

According to fixed-based operator (FBO) employees and fuel receipt records, when the airplane 
arrived at CKB about 1220, the pilot informed the employees he was making a fuel stop and 
was on his way to Massachusetts. He added 16 gallons of fuel to the airplane and remarked that 
"your weather is bad" to one of the employees. He subsequently paid for his fuel, left the FBO 
building, and departed.

According to Leidos Flight Service, there was no record that the pilot received a weather 
briefing or filed flight plans on the day of the accident.

Review of preliminary Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) air traffic control (ATC) 
communications revealed that the pilot was given clearance by the CKB ATC tower to taxi and 
subsequently depart runway 21 under visual flight rules (VFR). The pilot departed the area to 
the northeast and there were no further communications with ATC.

Review of preliminary FAA radar track data revealed that the accident airplane departed 
runway 21 at 1246 and proceeded to climb to about 3,000 ft mean sea level (msl) on a heading 
of about 050° for 4 minutes. The airplane leveled off for about 1 minute, then re-entered a 
climb at an increased rate. Two minutes later, radar data depicted the airplane at 5,500 ft msl 
with an indicated groundspeed of 46 knots. Subsequently, the flight track showed the airplane 
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complete a tight 180° left turn. The final radar data depicted the airplane about .25 nautical 
mile from the location of the main wreckage heading 212° at 5,100 ft msl with an indicated 
groundspeed of 105 knots.

According to FAA airman records, the pilot held a private pilot certificate with ratings for 
airplane single-engine land and instrument airplane. The pilot was issued an FAA third-class 
medical certificate June 5, 2018. A review of the pilot's logbook revealed the pilot had logged a 
total flight time of 967 hours, in which 5.3 hours were instructional hours in the accident 
airplane recorded on January 26, 2020. The pilot logged 25 and 8 hours in the past 90 and 30 
days respectively. From August 8, 2019, to January 26, 2020, the pilot had logged 7 hours of 
actual instrument fight time and accumulated 16 instrument approaches. His most recent flight 
review was completed on September 8, 2018. Several pages of the pilot's logbook were 
damaged by the postcrash fire and were not legible.

According to FAA airworthiness records, the 2-seat, single-engine, high-wing special light sport 
(S-LSA) airplane was issued a special airworthiness certificate on January 23, 2020. It was 
powered by a Rotax 912 ULS 100-horsepower engine and was equipped with a BRS Aerospace 
Whole Aircraft Rescue Parachute System. According to a bill of sale and registration 
application, the pilot purchased and registered the airplane to himself on January 23, 2020.

Figure 1: The Accident Airplane During Assembly in December 2019 (Photo Courtesy of 
Rollison Light Sport Aircraft, Inc.)
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The initial impact point coincided with a tree, about 110 ft from where the main wreckage was 
located. The angle of descent from the top of the tree where the airplane first collided to the 
main wreckage was about -55° and oriented 175° true. The accident site elevation was about 
1,480 ft msl. All major components of the airplane were found near the main wreckage. Flight 
control continuity could not be established due to the highly fragmented wreckage and 
postcrash fire that consumed most of the fuselage; however, fragments of each flight control 
surface, forward and rear wing spars, and wingtips were located with the main wreckage.

The cockpit, instrument panel, seats, and fuselage were largely consumed by the postcrash fire. 
A fragmented and fire damaged airspeed indicator was found indicating about 40 mph (35 
knots). Several instrument casings were located, but each sustained significant fire damage. 
The main fuel shutoff valve was located in the debris and found selected to an on/open 
position. There was no evidence that the aircraft rescue parachute system had activated; 
however, the system was not identified in the postcrash fire debris.

The engine was located with the main wreckage, partially submerged in the terrain. It 
sustained heavy impact damage; the No. 2 cylinder was found partially submerged in terrain 
about 5 ft from the remainder of the engine. The propeller hub had fragmented into several 
pieces and all three propeller blades were located near the main wreckage. Each had 
fragmented into several pieces and separated from its hub. The carburetor sustained impact 
damage but remained partially connected to the engine. The butterfly valve was observed 
closed and could not be moved due to impact damage.

The 1253 recorded weather observation at CKB, which was located about 10 miles southwest of 
the accident site, included a broken ceiling at 1,800 ft above ground level (agl), an overcast 
ceiling at 2,300 ft agl, visibility 10 statute miles, wind 260° at 6 knots, temperature was 4° C, 
dew point -2° C, and an altimeter setting of 29.83 inches of mercury.

The 1253 recorded weather observation at Morgantown Municipal Airport (MGW), 
Morgantown, West Virginia, which was located about 16 miles north of the accident site, 
included an overcast ceiling of 2,100 ft agl, visibility 10 statute miles, wind 280° at 7 knots, 
temperature 3° C, dew point -2° C, and an altimeter setting of 29.82 inches of mercury. 
According to a first responder who observed the weather conditions at the accident site shortly 
after the accident, there was an overcast cloud layer, the temperature was about freezing, and 
there was an occasional flurry, but the visibility was "not an issue."

The wreckage was retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: AEROPRO CZ Registration: N214K

Model/Series: A220 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Unknown Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KCKB, 1203 ft msl Observation Time: 1253 EST

Distance from Accident Site: 10 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 4°C / -2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition:  Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots / , 260°

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 1800 ft agl Visibility: 10 Miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.83 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Clarksburg, WV (CKB) Destination:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: On-Ground

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 39.393056, -80.048889

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Adam M Gerhardt

Additional Participating Persons: Jerry L Morgan; FAA/ FSDO; Charleston, WV

Jordan Paskevich; Rotax Aircraft Engines; Vernon, BC

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.


