
 

WEST VIRGINIA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 
2003 Quarrier Street, Charleston, West Virginia  25311 

Phone: 304.345.2232  Fax:  304.345.2231 

www.wvsheriff.org 

 

       April 4, 2020 

 

Honorable Jeff Sandy, Cabinet Secretary 

WV Military Affairs and Public Safety 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, W-400 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

 

Dear Secretary Sandy: 

 

The Executive Board of the West Virginia Sheriffs’ Association has met in emergency session with concern of Case 

No 3:18-cv-1526 filed in the United States District Court in the Southern District of West Virginia which purportedly 

seeks to Order our Governor to direct the blanket release of all pre-trial detainees in our State’s jails.  The WVSA 

would adamantly oppose such action and urge extreme caution in considering release of those who have committed 

serious and dangerous crimes.   

 

While there are times we may disagree with a court’s decision, but we must have faith in our system of courts in this 

State and country, and if a court has determined a person need be incarcerated based upon each case and each 

individual set of facts, that is a safer alternative than a blanket release of some of society’s most dangerous criminals.  

Local WV judges and prosecutors should be examining this idea locally, on a case by case basis, not the US District 

Court on a statewide mass release basis, regardless of crime committed.  That’s why we have a criminal justice system 

at the local and state level. 

 

During this pandemic and state of emergency, law enforcement is already stressed to limits, communities are stressed 

and crime continues and flourish in some locations where the criminal element has seen emergency orders of the state 

as signal that our laws are suspended and they may commit any act they see fit.  Any blanket release, regardless of 

crime, without support services or without a plan for release is ill advised.  

 

After this state of emergency is lifted, the WVSA would be happy to sit down with interested parties to consider prison 

and jail reform, but now isn’t that time. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

       Sincerely, 

       
       Sheriff Steve Stephens 

Cc: Betsy Jividen, Commissioner    Wood County Sheriff 

       President, WVSA 

http://www.wvsheriff.org/

