
7/7/2020

Dr. E. Gordon Gee, President
West Virginia University
P.O. Box 6201
1500 University Avenue
Stewart Hall
Morgantown, WV 26506-6201
Via e-mail: presidentsoffice@mail.wvu.edu

Dear Dr. Gee,

Nestled in the hills of Lewis County is a peaceful retreat that attracts thousands of 
visitors a year. Jackson’s Mill is a place where people of all ages can walk through 
history and see life as West Virginians knew it centuries ago. It provides a gorgeous 
backdrop for families to celebrate weddings and reunions. For more than 80 years, it 
has been the home for the Mountaineer Boys State, where young men from across the 
state spend a week immersed in learning about what it means to be an engaged, 
responsible, patriotic citizen.

As a member of the House of Delegates who represents Lewis County, and as a 
staunch advocate for defending the preservation of our state’s historical artifacts, I am 
deeply disheartened to learn of the possibility that the WVU Extension is considering the 
removal or relocation of the Ten Commandments monument located outside of the West 
Virginia Building. Dr. Gee, I strongly encourage you to ignore the demands of a small, 
vocal group of agitators, and allow the monument to stay in its place.

The monument serves as a quiet reminder of the basic moral principles that guided our 
founding fathers. It has been a fixture at Jackson’s Mill for generations, and the thought 
that West Virginia University or its Extension Service may possibly be attempting to 
quietly remove it – as if it is something of which to be ashamed – is troubling. As a West 
Virginian, and as a Christian, I proudly embrace my faith and I allow it to guide me in my 
public service and my personal endeavors. I would believe you find most West 
Virginians to feel the same.

In this current divided social climate, citizens must not feel helpless and marginalized for 
still holding dear the principles of Christianity. In turn, leaders such as yourself must not 
feel obligated to react to every exasperated mob that forms hoping to erase any 
possible monument, marker, or statue that could possibly hurt someone’s feelings. In 
2012, West Virginia University’s Extension Service spent $500,000 to do much-needed 
updates and repairs to the West Virginia Building. Those updates and repairs did not 
include removing the monument to the Ten Commandments, so I ask you, Dr. Gee: 
What changed in those eight years to merit such a decision now?

While I understand that the operational decisions of Jackson’s Mill falls within the 
Extension Service and University, I strongly urge you to reconsider any possible plans 



to remove this monument from the West Virginia Building’s grounds. If you must insist 
upon continuing down this path, at the very least I request a public comment period or 
meeting so interested citizens have a chance to place on record their feelings – both for 
and against – the decision. 

I look forward to discussing this issue with you or the director of the Extension Service 
as you proceed with your plans.

Sincerely,

Patrick Martin
Delegate, 46th District, Lewis County


