
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WESTOVER REQUIRING OUR POLICE FORCE 
TO ACTIVATE AND/OR DEACTIVATE BODY CAMERAS ACCORDING TO THE 
FOLLOWING MANDATE. 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Westover wishes to 1.increase accountability and 
evidence for law enforcement and the residents of the city by providing body-
worn cameras to all city police officers while on patrol. 
 
2. The City of Westover police shall provide body-worn cameras, to be worn by 
officers at all times, while on patrol. Such cameras shall 
 

RECORD: 
 
 (a) immediately before an officer exits a patrol vehicle to interact with a person or 
situation, even if there is a dash camera inside such vehicle which might also be 
recording the interaction; 
 
(b) all uses of force, including any physical aggression and use of a non-lethal or 
lethal weapon;  

(c) all arrests and summonses;  

(d) probation, parole, home confinement involvements or consent searches and/or 
“knock and talks”. 

(d) all interactions with people suspected of criminal activity;  

(e) all searches of persons and property;  

(f) any call to a crime in progress;  

(g) investigative actions where there are interactions with members of the public 

(h) any interaction with an emotionally disturbed person; and 

(i) any instances where officers feel any imminent danger or the need to document 
their time on duty. 

INVESTIGATIONS: 

 

 3. City Council may investigate any instance where body cameras fail to record 
an event pursuant to this section.  

4. The Chief of Police is required to relate all complaints in regards to officers and 
non-compliance of this ordinance to city council in the following council meeting 



after receipt of said complaint and/or infraction in public meeting or executive 
session. 

5. At the discretion of the officer, body-worn cameras may not record:  

a) sensitive encounters, including but not limited to speaking with a confidential 
informant, or conducting a strip search;  

 
6. The Westover City police shall preserve recordings of such body-worn cameras 
and perform all upkeep on equipment used in such body-worn cameras. Such 
duties shall include: 
 

(a) creating a secure record of all instances where there is recorded video or 
audio footage;  

(b) ensuring officers have sufficient storage capacity on their cameras to allow for 
the recording of interactions required by this section; and 
 

(c) ensuring officers have access to body-worn cameras for the recording of 
instances required by this section. 

PENALTY: 

7. Officers found in violation of this ordinance without justification shall be 
suspended for 30 days without pay for the first violation. 

(a) Officers found in violation of this ordinance without justification shall be 
terminated upon the second violation. 

 

HEARING: 

At the request of the officer in violation of this ordinance he will be afforded a 
hearing . It will be held in city council chambers and presided over by the civil 
service commission.  
Commission will hear the facts of the incident, obtain testimony from witnesses 
requested by the officer as well as others deemed appropriate. In accordance with 

West Virginia Code (W.Va. Code 8-14-20)  in no event until the officer has been 
furnished with a written statement of the reasons for the action. In every 
case of such removal, discharge, suspension or reduction, a copy of the 
statement of reasons therefor and of the written answer thereto, if the 
officer desires to file such written answer, shall be furnished to the 
policemen's civil service commission as well as city council  and entered 
upon its records. If the officer demands it, the commission shall grant a 



public hearing, which hearing shall be held within a period of ten days from 
the filing of the charges in writing or the written answer thereto, whichever 
shall last occur. At the hearing, the burden shall be upon the removing, 
discharging, suspending or reducing officer, hereinafter in this section 
referred to as "removing officer", to show just cause for his or her action, 
and in the event the removing officer fails to show just cause for the action 
before the commission, then the member shall be reinstated with full pay, 
forthwith and without any additional order, for the entire period during 
which the member may have been prevented from performing his or her 
usual employment, and no charges may be officially recorded against the 
member's record. The member, if reinstated or exonerated, shall, if 
represented by legal counsel, be awarded reasonable attorney fees to be 
determined by the commission and paid by the governing body. A written 
record of all testimony taken at the hearing shall be kept and preserved by 
the commission, which record shall be sealed and not be open to public 
inspection unless an appeal is taken from the action of the commission. 

(b) In the event the commission sustains the action of the removing officer, 
the member has an immediate right of appeal to the circuit court of the 
county wherein the city or the major portion of the territory thereof is 
located. In the event that the commission reinstates the member, the 
removing officer has an immediate right of appeal to the circuit court. In the 
event either the removing officer or the member objects to the amount of 
the attorney fees awarded to the member, the objecting party has an 
immediate right of appeal to the circuit court. Any appeal must be taken 
within ninety days from the date of entry by the commission of its final 
order. Upon an appeal being taken and docketed with the clerk of the 
circuit court of the county, the circuit court shall proceed to hear the 
appeal upon the original record made before the commission and no 
additional proof may be permitted to be introduced. The circuit court's 
decision is final, but the member or removing officer, as the case may be, 
against whom the decision of the circuit court is rendered has the right to 
petition the supreme court of appeals for a review of the circuit court's 
decision as in other civil cases. The member or removing officer also has 
the right, where appropriate, to seek, in lieu of an appeal, a writ of 
mandamus. The member, if reinstated or exonerated by the circuit court or 
by the supreme court of appeals, shall, if represented by legal counsel, be 
awarded reasonable attorney fees as approved by the court and the fees 
shall be paid by the governing body. 

(c) The removing officer and the member shall at all times, both before the 
commission and upon appeal, be given the right to employ counsel to 
represent them. 

 

 



 

 

 

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM THE DATE OF ITS 

ADOPTION. 

 

FIRST READING:___________________ 

 

SECOND READING & ADOPTION:_________________ 

 

 

 

 


