
 

 
 

July 27, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Jen Easterly 

Director 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 

Department of Homeland Security 

300 7th St. NW 

Washington, DC 20023 

 

Dear Ms. Easterly: 

 

On July 31st, the Viatris (formerly Mylan Inc.) Pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in 

Morgantown, West Virginia will close, resulting in our country being less able to respond to the 

evolving challenges presented by a global pandemic like COVID-19. The plant is a world-class 

facility that has been manufacturing generic solid oral dose medications since 1965. It can and 

should be an essential element of our national supply chain as referenced in Executive Order 

14017. I respectfully request an expedited review of the facility for designation as critical 

infrastructure and its employees as essential workers as well as an explanation of the existing 

authority the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) has in this matter.  

 

As a member of the Senate Armed Services and the Senate Appropriations Committees, my 

colleagues and I are actively working to improve and enhance our national resiliency in light of 

unforeseen crises, like COVID-19. What has become clear is that our national security is 

inextricably tied to our ability to maintain secure supply chains and produce goods that are 

necessary to our way of life. When we outsource these supply chains and goods overseas, we 

make ourselves more vulnerable to national security threats and factors outside our control. 

Make no mistake – that is exactly what will happen if we do not maintain these critical 

capabilities at the Morgantown facility. 

 

Widespread shortages of critical medicines have had disastrous impacts on hospitals and 

consumers, something that was only exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. In October 2020, 

the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a list of essential medicines, medical 

countermeasures and critical inputs that are medically necessary to have available at all times to 

serve patients and avoid future shortages. 1 The Morgantown facility currently manufactures 

several medicines identified on this list, such as Doxycycline, as well as several medicines 

identified as in shortage, making this a critical manufacturing facility to protect public health. 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.fda.gov/media/143406/download  

https://www.fda.gov/media/143406/download


 

 

 

 

 

The United States is critically dependent on foreign sources for essential medicines, with 87 

percent of generic active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) facilities located overseas.2 The loss 

of the facility only leaves us more reliant on foreign sources of essential medicines. It will have a 

direct impact on our national security and harm the public health at an inflection point in our 

fight against COVID-19. The loss of this facility, as well as the institutional knowledge of the 

more than 1,300 skilled workers, of which almost 800 are union workers,3 will further push our 

nation to rely on foreign supply chains. 

 

As the President outlined in his Interim National Security Strategic Guidance, the U.S. must 

invest in critical stockpiles and supply chains for pharmaceuticals so that our economy is more 

resilient in light of global shocks. I request you examine all tools and authorities at your disposal 

to designate this vitally important pharmaceutical plant as critical infrastructure and its 

employees as essential workers. As the head of the agency tasked with leading the fight against 

today’s threats and collaborating to build more secure and resilient infrastructure for the future, I 

urge you to do everything in your power to support this manufacturing facility. It is essential to 

ensuring our national security and critical infrastructure are ready to withstand current and future 

crises. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Manchin III 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Cc: The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 

The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin III 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

 

                                                           
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/100-day-supply-chain-review-report.pdf  
3 https://wvmetronews.com/2021/07/11/union-official-says-viatris-severance-package-provides-former-mylan-

workers-sustainability/  
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