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We hope y
ou enjoy the 

4th of J
uly cele

bration!

Thanks to all of the 
volunteers who make 

this celebration possible.

e 29

Final plans announced for Mountaineer Day

Thomas Volunteer Fire 
Department will once again 
light up the sky over Thomas

On July 2, 2022 Thomas 

Volunteer Fire Department 

will present their annual 

4th of July fi reworks show.

What began in 1957 by 

members of the Depart-

ment it continues to be a 

non-profi t public service 

project. The display is an 

annual Thomas tradition.

The display has grown 

into one of the largest and 

most spectacular displays 

in the area. It is not only 

enjoyed by our local resi-

dents but countless visi-

tors as well.

The display is funded by 

donations from the general 

public through a house-to-

house collection through-

out Thomas and surround-

ing area and roadblocks 

set up on the night of the 

display, mail in donations 

and by funds provided by 

the Tucker County P&R 

Commission.

The display is totally 

self-suffi  cient, meaning 

donations collected this

year funds next year’s 

show. Whatever is col-

lected pays for the follow-

ing years display. Abso-

lutely no Fire Department 

funds are used.

The actual fi ring of the 

display is conducted by 

members of the Depart-

ment in strict compliance 

with State and Federal 

laws and guidelines.

As in the past TVFD has 

honored the memory of 

past and present members 

who have passed away 

since the last Display, with 

the fi ring of the fi rst shot. 

This year we will honor 

the memory of one of our 

past members Terry "Ted" 

Helmick, who passed 

away on July 17, 2021. 

Ted was an active mem-

ber of the Department in 

the 1970s throughout the 

1980s he held the offi  ces 

of Lieutenant and Cap-

tain, he also served on the 

fi reworks display team for 

many years.

In closing the Mem-

bers of the Thomas Vol-

unteer Fire Department 

would like to take this 

opportunity to thank those 

who have supported this 

Department throughout 

the years and would like to 

wish everyone a safe and 

happy Fourth of July

THE MOUNTAINEER DAYS COMMITTEE 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CITY OF 

THOMAS AND THE THOMAS VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 

THE FINAL PLANS FOR MOUNTAINEER DAYS. 

The Independence weekend activities 

kick off  at 5 p.m. Friday, July 1 with a 

Block Party at Thomas Volunteer Fire 

Department. There will be music, food 

and plenty of fun for the entire family.

The festivities on Saturday, July 2 begin 

early as the Tucker County Young Life will 

once again sponsor a 5K Run/2K Walk 

Race. Racers can register at the event or 

online, https://www.facebook.com/Moun-

taineer-Days-5K-Run-2k-walk. The cost 

is $20 for pre-registration and $30 the day 

of the event. Registration is from 6:30 to 

7:30 a.m. with the race starting at 8 a.m. at 

the Thomas Fire Hall.

The popular vendor area and craft dis-

plays open at 10 a.m. along the railroad 

grade in Thomas. With more than 30 ven-

dors residents and visitors will enjoy sam-

pling the food and exploring crafts.

The annual “patriotic bicycle decorating 

and pet contest” begins at 11 a.m. in the 

old Miners & Merchants bank lot. Spon-

sored and hosted by ThomasYard, kids are 

invited to decorate their bikes and pets for 

the chance to win prizes.

New this year is The Split Shifters Car 

Club Show. This event begins at 11 a.m. in 

the fi eld next to the Thomas Community 

Center on Jacob Pase Street. Registration 

is from 9 to 11 a.m. There will be a Chi-

nese auction and a 50/50 raffl  e in addition 

to trophies being awarded to the best of 

show.

The Mountaineer Days Parade is mak-

ing its appearance again after a two-year 

hiatus. Line-up starts at 11 a.m. at the 

Division of Highways garage. Fire Trucks 

will line up on Quail Ridge Drive. The 

parade begins at noon.

Following the parade, the county’s larg-

est cakewalk sponsored by the Mountain-

eer Humane Society begins at 1 p.m. in 

the old Miners &amp; Merchants bank lot. 

The nonprofi t group is seeking donations 

for this popular event.

“We would appreciate any baked good 

donations, homemade or bought, and par-

ticipants for the cakewalk,” said Karen 

Linton, one of the event’s key organizers. 

“All proceeds from the cakewalk will go 

to our Run For It team, The Cruisin&#39; 

Critters, which then supports the spay and 

neuter voucher program.”

Musical entertainment begins at 11 a.m. 

with Trevor Reichman taking the stage in 

the old Miners &amp; Merchants bank lot. 

He will be followed by Heather Hannah 

& Company playing at 2:30 p.m., Jason 

Good Blues Band at 4 p.m. and Jakob’s 

Ferry Stragglers performing at 5:30 p.m. 

49 Winchester, the event’s headliner, 

will take the stage at 7:30 

p.m. This Russell County, 

Va. band has a unique 

brand of tear-in-your-beer 

alt-country, sticky bar-

room fl oor rock-n-roll, and 

high-octane Appalachian 

folk.

The grand fi nale of the evening will be 

the 65th year of fi reworks sponsored by 

the Thomas Volunteer Fire Department. 

Each year the fi reworks are put on with 

the donations received from the public as 

well as through roadblocks on the day of 

the event and door-to-door fundraising 

eff orts. This year’s show will last about 45 

minutes.

The pancake breakfast sponsored by 

the Thomas Volunteer Fire Department 

will close the Mountaineer Days weekend 

activities. Breakfast will be served from 8 

a.m. to noon at the Thomas Fire Hall.

Mountaineer Days is made possible by 

the following sponsors: St. George Medi-

cal Clinic, Western Pocahontas-Natural 

Resource Partners, Tucker County Parks 

& Recreation, Sirianni’s, City of Thomas, 

Sunrise Sanitation, Mettiki Coal, Best 

of Canaan, Miners & Merchants, United 

Financial, Grant County Bank, Still Hol-

low Distillery, Fulton Properties, Stevens 

Realty, Ella &amp; Company, Flanco, 

Davis Shop’n Save, and Mountain State 

Brewery. The Mountaineer Days Com-

mittee also appreciates the support of 

the Thomas Parks & Recreation, Tucker 

Community Foundation, and the city 

employees. 

 “The city of Thomas and the local busi-

nesses are excited to support this popular 

event with food and craft vendors along 

the railroad grade, hours of live music 

fi lling the air until thousands of families, 

friends and visitors packed into our tiny 

town,” said city councilmember Erika 

Smith. “We look forward to hosting a 

wonderful and memorable homecoming 

for residents and visitors.”

A favorite of adults and children, the Mountaineer Days Parade is making its appear-
ance again. Line-up starts at 11 a.m. and the parade begins at noon.
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Be Grateful for the 
FREEDOMS with 
which God has 

Blessed this Country

STEVENS’
Realty & Management

Broker
201 1st St., Parsons, WV

304.478.2141

Make this Fourth of July memorable
by counting your blessings

and truly appreciating your Freedom.

Surock Monuments

D E A D L I N E  8 A M  M O N D A Y
Pulp Mill Bottom

Parsons
304-478-1186

Celebrate 
Mountaineer Days 

in a Great 
Old-Fashioned Way!

Flags are waving,
 and our pride is high. 

Have fun at 
Mountaineer Days!

Camden’s 
Corner Mart

gh. 

!
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With the social com-

mentaries of Utah Phil-

lips, the charm and wit of 

Mark Twain and the reso-

nating baritone voice of 

Johnny Cash, Trevor 

Reichman will kick off  the 

2022 Mountaineer Days 

entertainment line-up.

He will perform at 11 

a.m. Saturday, July 2 in 

the old bank parking lot in 

downtown Thomas.

“While I love to listen 

to all kinds of music, for 

my creations, I focus on 

the craft of song, and my 

output tends to be lyric and 

melody centric,” Reich-

man said. “I enjoy the 

blending of words into 

new constructs and con-

texts. I use the mediums of 

words and melody as a tool 

to tackle a wide range of 

both modern and age-old 

subjects and try to inject a 

bit of humor into some of 

the anxiety that can some-

times be a result of these 

subjects. 

“I attempt to off set the 

dark with the light, the 

minor with the major, and at times 

will weave in some songs from other 

artists that I am inspired by.” 

Some of his songs are light and 

quirky, such as “The Story of the 

Giant,” which is the giant’s version 

of what happened in Jack and the 

Beanstalk, or “Bulawayo,” which is 

about the time he lost his favorite hat 

in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.

Some songs are bold and heavy, 

such as “The Voice of Johnny Cash,” 

written from the point of view of a 

prisoner in Folsom Prison whose last 

hurrah was a Johnny Cash concert. 

Or “Dayjob”, about working behind 

a computer in a 40-hour-a-week job 

during the one sunny day of the win-

ter in Portland, Ore.

Other songs are comedic, such as 

“The Dollar Store Bible,” which is a 

song about how a $4.99 bible from 

the dollar store saves his life one day, 

but not in the way that you might 

think.

Over the years, Reichman hasn’t 

had  the space and time to record the 

many songs written. Now, he is tak-

ing time to do that in his studio appro-

priately called, “Space & Time.”

“At times, music is a full-time live-

lihood for me,” Reichman said. “At 

other times, I pause to give attention 

to other passions, such as natural 

building, off -grid living, home resto-

ration, and community projects.”

For more information about Reich-

man or to listen to some of his songs, 

visit trevorreichman.com.

Mountaineer 
Days Events
FRIDAY, JULY 1
» 5 p.m.: Block Party - Thomas Fire Hall

» Sponsored by Thomas Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment

SATURDAY, JULY 2
» 6:30 – 7:30 a.m.:  5K Run/2K Walk Race 

Registration – Thomas Fire Hall. Racers can 

also register early online, www.facebook.com/

Mountaineer-Days-5K-Run-2k-walk

Sponsored by Tucker County Young Life

» 8 a.m.:  Start of the 5K Run/2K Walk Race – 

Thomas Fire Hall

Sponsored by Tucker County Young Life

» 10 a.m.:  Craft and vendor booths open – 

Thomas railroad grade 

» 11 a.m.:  Split Shifter’s Classic Car Club Show 

– Thomas Community Center fi eld

» 11 a.m.:  Patriotic Pet Contest and a Patriotic 

Bicycle Decorating Contest – Old bank parking 

lot, downtown Thomas

Sponsored by ThomasYard

» 11 a.m.:  Trevor Reichman – Old bank parking 

lot, downtown Thomas

» Noon:  Mountaineer Days Parade – Begins in 

front of Kidwell Auto Parts and goes through 

downtown Thomas

» 1:00 p.m.: Cakewalk – Old bank parking lot, 

downtown Thomas

Sponsored by Mountaineer Humane Society

» 2:30 p.m.:  Heather Hannah & Company – Old 

bank parking lot, downtown Thomas

» 4 p.m.:  Jason Good Blues Band – Old bank 

parking lot, downtown Thomas

» 5:30 p.m.:  Jakob’s Ferry Stragglers – Old bank 

parking lot, downtown Thomas

» 7:30 p.m.:  49 Winchester – Old bank parking 

lot, downtown Thomas

Sponsored by St. George Medical Clinic and 

Western Pocahontas-Natural Resource Partners.

» Dark: Fireworks - Sponsored by Thomas Volun-

teer Fire Department

SUNDAY, JULY 3
» 8 a.m. – Noon:  Pancake Breakfast - Thomas 

Fire Hall

Sponsored by Thomas Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment

FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY, ALL PETS MUST 

BE ON A LEASH.

For more information, visit the Mountaineer Days 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/moun-

taineerdaysthomaswv), the website, www.wvmoun-

taineerdays.com or email, wvmountaineerdays@

gmail.com

Trevor Reichman opens 
Mountaineer Days 

Mountaineer Days and the 4th of July Celebrations throughout 

Tucker County present an opportunity for both young and old to 

enjoy themselves and each other.

Special thanks to all who are responsible for and 

work so hard to make the Mountaineer Days 

Celebration an enjoyable event.

Have a Great Time!
Lowell Moore

Tucker County Commission
PAID BY LOWELL MOORE

Safety �irst when handling �ireworks
Days at the beach. Fam-

ily trips to the ice cream 

parlor. Vacations. These 

are just a few of the things 

that evoke the spirit of 

summer, a time of year 

when school is out and 

everyone seems to exhale 

a little and enjoy the warm 

weather.

Awe-inspiring fi reworks 

displays also come to mind 

when imagining summer. 

Whether it's the Fourth of 

July or town gatherings 

along a local waterfront, 

fi reworks displays are a 

big part of many people's 

summers. Unfortunately, 

the potential for accidents 

and injuries is high when 

fi reworks are involved, 

particularly when displays 

aren't left to the professionals.

The Consumer Product Safety 

Commission notes that, on average, 

280 people per day visit emergency 

rooms with fi reworks-related inju-

ries in the month around the July 

4th holiday. More than 53 percent 

of fi reworks-related injuries in 2017 

were burns.

Fireworks are always best left to 

the professionals, and many com-

munities have criminalized the use 

of fi reworks by amateurs. But many 

people still light fi reworks, and those 

that do should follow these safety 

precautions.

· Never let kids handle fi reworks. 

Fireworks, even sparklers, should 

never be given to children. The 

National SAFE KIDS campaign 

notes that sparklers burn at 2,000 F, 

which is hot enough to cause third-

degree burns. So while they might 

seem like harmless symbols of sum-

mer, sparklers pose a signifi cant 

threat to youngsters.

· Follow directions. Fireworks 

come with detailed directions for a 

reason, and that's to keep users safe. 

Strictly adhere to these directions 

and go over them with anyone who 

intends to light fi reworks.

· Never use fi reworks indoors. 

Fireworks are for outdoor use only. 

If it rains, do not try to light fi re-

works indoors and then throw them 

outside before they go off .

· Make sure spectators keep a safe 

distance. Do not light fi reworks until 

all spectators are out of range should 

something go awry.

· Recognize that fi reworks are not 

toys. They might be a marvel, but 

fi reworks are not toys. As a result, 

they should never be aimed or 

thrown at another person, nor should 

they be lit or launched from a body 

part.

· Do not attempt to reignite mal-

functioning fi reworks. Attempting 

to reignite malfunctioning fi reworks 

can lead to serious injury.

· Light fi reworks on smooth, fl at 

surfaces. When lighting fi reworks, 

do so only on smooth, fl at surfaces, 

making sure to direct them away 

from people, homes, dry leaves, and 

fl ammable materials.

Fireworks are best left to the pro-

fessionals. Consumers who insist on 

lighting their own should only do so 

with the utmost caution. 


